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After	 living	 in	 and	 experiencing	 the	 great	 divide	 between	 the	 rich	 and	 the	 have-nots	 in	
Fresno,	 Patricia	 and	 I	 became	 aware	 of	 the	 lack	 of	 parks,	 grocery	 stores,	 schools,	
playgrounds,	and	resources	in	general	in	our	Lowell	district	community	(one	of	the	poorest	
in	 the	 nation)	 and	 in	 other	 neighborhoods	 as	 well.	 In	 1974,	 we	 incorporated	 our	
organization,	El	Teatro	de	la	Tierra	and	Patricia	and	I	and	a	group	of	artists	decided	to	take	
the	arts	to	these	low-income	communities	with	the	idea	of	making	a	difference	over	time.

It	is	impossible	for	us	to	cram	43	years	of	teaching	and	performing	experience	into	a	two-
page	letter.	But	if	you	wish	to	see	more	of	our	history	and	activities	please	visit	our	website	
at	www.teatrotierraonline.org	 .	 The	organizations	that	we	 formed	along	the	way	were	all	
different	 forms	 of	 communication	that	 helped	 us	 dePine	 and	express	 the	 realities	 of	our	
communities	and	to	bring	our	stories	and	experiences	to	light.
	
We	have	involved	students	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds	in	the	study	of	music	and	theater,	
this	 on-going	 project	 is	 called	 Generaciones	 where	 students	 are	 trained	 in	 the	 art	 of	
performing	 not	 only	 in	musical	 presentations	 but	 also	 in	 original	 theatrical	 productions	
about	 health	 and	 social	 issues.	 Our	 intent	 was	 and	 is	 to	 create	 new	 talent	 from	 our	
forgotten	communities;	ensembles	of	different	sizes	were	formed	over	the	years	and	from	
our	classes	and	workshops	emerged	new	singers;	 one	 of	the	most	 renowned	 is	Merlinda	
Espinosa,	beloved	for	her	mesmerizing,	original	voice.	
	
Having	the	necessity	to	communicate	with	other	organizations	and	with	the	general	public	
about	our	mission,	we	trained	students	from	Fresno	and	Los	Angeles	in	theater	and	toured	
Southern	 CA	 and	 the	 Los	 Angeles	 metropolitan	 area	 highlighting	 original	 work	 called	
poem-plays	(1974-75).

The	 Chicano-Latino	 experience	 was	 brought	 to	 life	 through	 musical	 performances	 in	
1979-2017	when	Patricia	and	I	formed	musical	group	Alma,	later	joined	by	Ravi	Knypstra;	
the	 group	 toured	 venues	 throughout	 the	 U.S.,	 Mexico	 and	 Cuba	 with	 original	 material	
performing	 at	 national	 and	 international	 festivals.	 With	 Alma	 we	 recorded	 on	 various	
labels,	 scored	 music	 soundtracks	 for	 documentary	 Pilms,	 released	 a	 new	 CD	 with	
Smithsonian	Folkways	 in	2016,	“Songs	of	Struggle	and	Hope.”	Democracy	Now	has	 begun	
playing	our	CD	on	their	program.

Teatro	 Inmigrante,	 a	 community	 theatrical	 group	 was	 formed	 by	 Patricia	 and	 I	 in	
(2000-2017)	 in	 response	 to	 the	 immigrant	 bashing	 taking	 place	 nationwide.	 The	 group	
dramatizes	life	and	death	issues	confronting	undocumented	immigrants	and	also	highlights	
the	contributions	and	accomplishments	of	immigrants	and	Latino	women	through	original	
plays.	
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Our	 organization	 also	 functioned	 as	 a	 presenter	 (1993-2003)	 organized	 by	 Patricia,	
bringing	 local,	 statewide,	 and	national	 talent	 to	 venues	 in	Fresno	 as	well	 as	 showcasing	
groups	 of	 international	 renown:	 Horacio	 Duran,	 Intilimani	 (Chile);	 Jose	 de	 Molina,	
(Mexico);	 Isabel	 Parra	 (Chile);	 Rafael	 Manriquez	 (USA/	 Chile);	 Enrique	 Ramirez	 (USA);	
Miguel	Govea	(USA),	and	so	on.

Patricia	and	I	have	faithfully	used	music	and	theater	over	all	these	years	to	educate	because	
these	two	disciplines	are	loaded	with	health	benePits.	I	won’t	go	into	the	benePits	of	theater	
here,	 they	 are	 quite	 extensive,	 but	 I	 will	 list	 only	 a	 few	 that	 are	 inherent	 in	 music:	 It	
alleviates	 pain,	 not	 only	 physical,	 but	 emotional	 and	 mental.	 It	 lowers	 stress	 levels,	
develops	the	brain,	boosts	the	immune	system,	reduces	depression	and	anxiety,	improves	
visual	and	verbal	skills,	raises	states	of	consciousness,	etc.

Forty-three	years	later,	we	are	still	here	adhering	to	our	mission,	but	both	Patricia	and	I	are	
older	 now	 and	 it’s	 much	more	difPicult	 to	 do	 things,	 especially	 tour.	 Although	we	 have	a	
great	product	in	our	hands,	our	new	CD,	we	don’t	have	the	staff	or	means	to	promote	it.	For	
many	years	 the	California	 Arts	 Council	 provided	 grant	 programs	 for	 small	 organizations	
that	allowed	us	 to	apply	for	funding	if	we	could	come	up	with	a	match	amount,	regardless	
of	 our	 total	 budget.	 The	 new	 system	 allows	 requests	 totaling	 no	 more	 than	%25	 of	 an	
organization’s	 total	 budget,	 this	 precludes	 our	 ability	 to	 compete	 for	 any	 meaningful	
funding.	

We	have	supported	our	activities	 through	our	performances,	 small	 grants,	earned	income	
(workshops,	 classes)	and	fundraisers	.	We’ve	come	to	a	point	where	we	need	to	reach	out	
to	 our	 family	 and	 friends	 for	 support	 so	 that	 we	 may	 continue	 offering	 classes	 in	 the		
community	not	only	about	music,	 theater,	history	and	culture	but	about	the	earth-shaking	
events	taking	place	in	our	country,	and	the	world.	El	Teatro	de	la	Tierra	is	a	100%,	501	(C)	
3	non-proPit	organization	which	means	your	donation	is	tax	deductible.	Please	donate,	keep	
us	teaching	and	serving	our	community.	Invest	in	the	future	of	our	youth.

Agustin	Lira	and	Patricia	Wells
El	Teatro	de	la	Tierra

Donation	Link
http://teatrotierraonline.org/donate/

Generaciones	Fall	2017	Classes	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyBHQS-U3v0

Generaciones	March	-	May	2017	performances
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvGTlQ-bzy8

Teotihuacán	Exhibit	San	Francisco	Field	Trip	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWq3U_fy02E&t=7s
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